U.S. History

Unit 1 Guided Notes
1. Identify the three branches of government.

2. What is the purpose/function of each branch of government?

3. What is the indicator for the action of each branch of government?

4. Where is the center/headquarters for each branch of government?

5. What rights are established and granted to citizens in the 1st and 5th Amendments?

6. Why is The Constitution of the United States referred to as “the supreme law of the land?”

7. What factor(s) have led to changes in the interpretation of the Constitution—often leading to it being called “a living document?”

8. Describe Reconstruction.

9. How did the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments (each) attempt to help African-Americans?

10. What group represented Southern resistance to Reconstruction, and what were they known for?

11. What is segregation?

12. Define/Describe de facto segregation.

13. Define/Describe de jure segregation.

14. List and explain three methods used by the South to restrict African-American voting rights.

a. What were these types of laws known as?

b. How did they impact daily life in America?

15. Write a brief narrative on Plessy v. Ferguson.

16. What was the verdict in the above case, and how did it affect the mindset of Southern whites?

17. Compare and contrast the ideas of Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois.
18. Who were the Exodusters?

19. How did the federal government encourage the settlement of the West? (2 ways)

20. What was the Homestead Act?

21. What was the significance of the transcontinental railroad?

22. What structure symbolizes the “gateway to the West?”

23. Settlers moved West (largely) for a number of reasons.  List some of those reasons.

24. Describe the Great Plains.

25. What challenges were faced by Western settlers? (at least 4)

26. What was the purpose of the Dawes Act, and did it achieve its objective?

27. What inventions led to the rise of the large, commercial farms in the West?

28. What caused the bad feelings between the farmers and the railroad companies? (at least 2)

29. The Farmers’ Alliance and Populist Party were made up of farmers.  What was the (general) purpose of each of these groups?

30. The Populist Party proposed many reforms.  For each reform listed below,  describe the issue and explain what the Populist’s wanted the government to do about it.

a. Debt/Financial Troubles

b. Railroads

c. Long Work Hours (for industrial laborers)

d. Political Exclusion (lack of power for “regular people”)

31. How did the Populist Party seek to achieve these reforms?

32. Were they successful?  Why or why not?

33. What is/was the legacy of the Populist Party?
